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Knighton  Rur.?.l  district  Council , 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  enderl  December  31stp  1952 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Knighton  Rural  District  Co-oncil. 


May  1953. 


Mr.  Chairman^  Mrs.  Walker  and  Gontlenen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  subriit  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  upon  the  vital 
Statistics,  Sanitary  conditions  and  general  health  in  the  Rural  District 
of  linighton. 

Ministry  of  Health  Regulations  require  that  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  shall  submit  not  only  details  of  vital  statistics  and  particulars 
of  infectious  disease,  but  also  an  account  of  sanitation  in  the  Area,  W’atcr 
supplies,  Refuse  disposal,  Drainage,  Housing  and  other  natters  which  cone 
within  liis  purview. 

There  have  boon  no  narked  changes  in  the  general  features  of  your 
District  since  the  Report  of  a year  ago. 

The  District  is  mainly  agricultural,  mountainous  and  very  scattered:. 

as  regards  . 

It  is  a stock  raising  Area,  cspocisilly/ sheep,  for  which  the  County 
of  Radnor  has  long  been  famous. 

The  occupations  of  inhabitants  are  much  the  same,  but  there  he.s 
boon  a general  improvement  in  the  conditions  pertaining  to  public  health. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  fewer  cases  of  infectious  disease 
wore  notified  than  for  some  years  past,  which  can  bo  attributed  in  the  m.ain 
to  the  general  ir.provement  effected  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District 

There  have  been  no  School  closures  during  the  year  on  account  of 
outbrccks  of  infectious  disease  ambh|/scholars . 


Considerable  activity  has  marked  the  pact  year  in  securing  much 
needed  improvements  both  sanitary  and  structural  in  the  housing  conditions. 

Though  the  Millc  & Dairies  Order  is  now  administered  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  as  to  production  of  milk  and  conditions  of  utensils,  3’-our 
Council  is  still  responsible  for  seeing  that  the  water  supply  and 
drainage  of  all  buildings  used  hy  dairy  cattle  are  satisfactory. 

The  normal  routine  of  adapting  old  buildings  to  modern  requirements 
in  the  production  of  milk  has  been  pursued  by  the  Ministries’  officials, 
and  improved  methods  of  producing  and  handling  this  important  product  are 
becoming  general.  The  Districts  favourable  position  in  this  respect  is  a 
feature . 


The  Rural  District  Council  is  fortunate  in  its  Sanitary  Officer, 
without  whose  co-operation  and  active  assistance  the  work  of  your  Medical 
Oiiiccr  of  Health  would  bo  non-effective.  Mr.  Llewellyn  brings  to  his 
task  zeal  which  is  most  comnondablc,  and  a mind  th^^roughly  interested  in 
his  work.  His  help  throughout  the  past  3''oar  has  again  boon  of  the  utmost 
ascistance. 


STATISTICS. 


Total  area  (in  acres)  of  the  District.  8S,  667. 
Populatieno  Estimated  Mid-Year.  3,  220, 
Number  cf  inhabited  houses,  1,  030, 
Ra.t..ablo  Value  £21,  102, 
Sum  roprosontod  bj’’  a poniy  rate,  £S5~10-0, 
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BIRTHS. 


( 


There  were  32  births  registered  during  the  year,  compared  with 
46  for  1951,  39  for  1950,  39  for  1949,  35  for  194S'  and  45  for  1947 
respectively» 

Of  the  births  16  were  males  and  16  females  In  13  cases  only 
v/ere  the  births  registered  in  the  Area,  whilst  19  were  notified  as 
having  occurred  in  Institutions  ouside  the  District. 

The  total  of  32  gives  a birth  rate  of  10.0  por  1,000  of  the 
population  of  the  Area,  compared  with  14«3  for  the  previous  year. 


DEATHS. 


The  total  np^abor  of  deaths  at  all  ages  registered  during  the 
year  was  38,  giving  a death  rate  of  11,9  for  the  whole  district,  compared 
with  35  deaths  and  a rate  of  11.0  por  1,000  of  the  population  for  the 
previous  year. 

Iri  calou3.ating  the  death  rate  the  deaths  of  Non-residents 
occurring  in  public  Institutions,  and  the  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to 
the  district  are  added. 

No  deaths  of  Non-residents  took  place  in  the  District,  v/hilst  14 
deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District  -9malcs  and  5 fomelcs- 
occtcrrod  in  public  Institutions  outside  the  District, 

Eleven  of  the  19  males  who  died  wore  over  65  years  of  age  while 
15  of  the  19  females  who  died  were  over  65,  making  in  all  26  deaths  of 
persons  of  both  sexes  which  took  place  between  65  and  88  years  of  age, 

INFAHTILE  MORTiiLITY. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  during  the  year  under  review  there 
has  been  one  death  only  recorded  of  children  under  one  year  of  ago. 

This  is  a low  figure  and  one  which  gives  cause  for  satisfaction  . 

For  the  past  10-15  years  there  has  been  a gradual  decline  in  the 
infantile  mortality,  yet  the  birth  rate  shows  a,  decline  which  is  oqual].y 
important  a.nd  less  amenable  to  administrative  influence. 

The  child  whose  death  took  place,  a male  5 days  old,  died  d.n 
November  at  Monkmoor  Hospita.1,  Shrewsbury,  the  cause  of  death  being  due 
to  corobra.l  haemorrhage. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  is  31 «2  per  1,000  live 
births,  compared  with  65.2  for  the  previous  yoar. 

Al'ITE-iiATiiL  CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CBrlTRES. 

There  arc  Ante-Natal  Infant  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  Clinics  in 
oporartion,  namci^  Knighton  and  Llandrindod  Wells,  at  which  a Session  is 
held  oach  week  and  is  a.vailable  for  residents  in  the  Rural  District, 

The  hone  visiting  of  cxpectc^nt  mothers  attending  the  Anto-Na.tal 
Clinic  is  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors,  In  all  cases  v/hcro  a Doctor 
or  Midv/ife  refers  a patient  to  the  Clinic,  a report  is  sont  after  the 
first  v;eok,  and  oc.ch  subsequent  visit. 

This  ensures  complete  Ante-Natal  history  being  available  for  any 
Doctor  who  is  caviled  to  a confinement,  a5  the  Mid-wives  hold  the  Record 
of  all  cases  which  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics, 

There  is  a good  service  for  the  victims  of  accidents,  and  another 
for  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Within  a rcsonable  dista.ncc  -Hereford  and  Shrcwsbuiy,  etc—  arc 
several  Hospitals  v;horc  treatment  for  Venereal  diseases  may  bo  had. 


■ORTHOP/iEDIC  SCKE'IE . 


This  schone  covers  children  under  school  age,  school  children  and 
adults.  Clinics  arc  hold  fortnightly  at  Llandrindod  Wells. 

SCHOOL  MEDIQ/i.L  SERVICE. 

In  ccmncction  with  this  service,  as  a result  of  defects  found  at 
nodical  inspections,  provision  is  nado  for  certain  foms  of  treatment. 

Ln  eye  clinic  centre  is  established  at  Knighton.  The  number  of 
children  examined  has  increased  during  recent  3?-oars. 

k Dental  scheme  is  established  and  all  Elementary  school  childrcn 
arc  oxar.iinod  and  treatment  is  carried  out  if  the  parents  agree. 

CO-HTi.GIOUS  idID  II'jEECTIOUS  DISEAwSS, 

As  the  majority  of  cases  of  the  Commoner  infectious  diseases  occur 
among  children,  the  visits  of  School  Nurses  to  the  homos  have  been  uscf’^l 
in  connection  with  prevention  and  treatment, 

imOTIOUS  DISEiiSS,  SCARLET  FEVER, 

Four  cases  wore  notified  during  the  year,  three  of  children,  a gi.rl 
of  10  years  (in  Juno),  two  boys  of  5 r.nd  4g'  respectively  (July)  and  a 
married  woman  of  29  years  (in  October). 

rcson  of  the  risks  involved  to  the  milk  trade,  the  husband  being 
a Wholesale  Producer,  the  woman  was  removed  to  Monkmoor  Hospital,  Shrowsbu. 
for  treatment.  During  her  first  ^^?Gok  there,  three  swabs  wore  tcJken  for 
examination,  which  in  each  case  gave  Negative  results,  and  at  the  end  of 
10  days  she  vjas  discharged  and  returned  to  her  homo  fully  recevorod  from 
the  mild  attack.  No  further  cases  occurred  in  the  district, 

DIPHTHERtdi. 


There  ha.ve  boon  no  cases  notified,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  thao 
the  District  has  been  free  of  cases  of  this  disease  since  ea,rly  1941  • 

MrllTKERIA  I.IMMISmiM 

The  num.bor  of  children  resident  in  the  Rural  Area  who  comp'letod  a 
full  course  of  Primary  Imunisatlon  during  the  year  was  24,  compared  wi/dd 
30  for  the  previous  year.  The  number  given  a Secondary  injection  during 
the  same  period  wa-S  2, 

Of  the  24  children  dealt  with  18  vyero  under  One  3’'oar,  and  Six  wore 
in  the  age  group  of  One  year. 

MEASLES c 

The  District  was  peculiarly  free  from  this  disoaco,  two  cases  on];,' 
having  been  notified  in  February,  both  being  brothers  of  4 end  3 years 
rospoctivcly, 

ENCEPHALITIS  L:^THARGTCA. 

The  District  has  been  completely  free  from  this  disease  for  many 
years  past, 

THFLIiENTiJ.  PNEUMONIA 

Five  ca,sos  wore  notified  during  the  3'‘cr.r,  two  cases  in  Januar3^> 
both  women  of  37  a;id  24  years,  two  cases  in  June,  men  of  and  25  years, 
and  one  case  in  October  a bo3^  of  123roars. 

Tn  -in  five  cases  the  patients  made  good  rcccvors’. 


Ig.I^fflraU'IOUS  GROUP. 


r 


No  casQS  have  been  notified  in  the  District  for  the  past  I4  years. 
TIPHOID  FEVER. 

No  cases  in  1952,  ncr  have  any  been  notified  in  the  District  for 
nany  years  past, 

PUERPEFuX  FEVER. 


No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  the  last  case  reported  in 
the  Jxr-ca  was  in  June  1944. 


QPHTI-h.LMIix  hEONi.TORmi . 


Happily  ne  cases  have  boon  notified  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  year  under  review,  ncr  have  any  occurred  for  the  past  I4  ^T-cars. 

ERYSIPEUS. 

No  cases  in  1952,  Previous  to  one  case  notified  during  1950,  there 
have  been  no  cases  in  the  Rural  District  since  1940. 

CANCER. 


Seven  deaths  have  been  registered  during  the  year  as  being  due  to 
this  nalignanu^:?^:?  of  females  agred  88,  82,  77  and  52  years,  and  three 
cf  males  of  66,  51  and  22  years  respectively. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Throe  cases  of  tuberculosis  wore  notified  during  the  year, one  of 
v;hich  was  non  pulmonary  in  character,  a male  child  of  IS  months,  and  two 
pulmonary  cases  - a married  woman  cf  29  years  and  a young  nan  of  28  years, 
noth  of  v;hom  v/cro  admitted  to  Sanatorium  for  treatment. 

There  was  no  deaths  recorded  of  persons  previously  notified  as 
suffering  from  this  disease. 

POLIO-I-IYELITIS. 


One  case  of  Polio-myelitis  was  notified  daring  November,  the  patient 
being  a boy  cf  8 years.  The  attack  happily  was  of  a very  mild  nature,  and 
apart  from  massage  treatment  to  his  knee  muscles,  for  which  he  was  rcm.ovcd  to 
Gobowon  Hosptial  for  a few  weeks,  the  boys'  physical  and  health 
condition  was  generally  good. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  wore  reported  during  October,  the  cases 
affecting  a married  woman  of  3B  years  and  a girl  child  of  3 years,  both 
maabers  of  the  same  family. 

The  cause  of  pedsoning  v;as  found  to  bo  duo  to  the  consumption 
of  fish  which  had  been  bought  at  a fishmongers'  shop  situatro  outside  your 
Area . 

The  condition  of  the  woman  and  child  was  for  a time  the  subject  cf 
sori'.'us  concern,  but  happily  both  patients  made  a good  recovery. 

SCHOOL  CiddEENS, 

Mid-day  meals  are  provided  and  served  to  practically  95^  cf  the 
children  of  all  ages  a,nd  both  sexes  attending  the  13  schools  in  use  in  the 
Rural  District,, 
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FOOD  SUPPLY  ADD  IrlSPEGTIOW. 


Many  visits  of  inspection  have  boon  paid  to  Cottagers’  and  Farmers’ 
premises  to  examine  meat  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  food#  The  moat 
in  those  eases  has  generally  boon  of  good  quality. 

The  contents  of  Fishmongers ’ , Fruiterers’  and  Butchers’  Vans  are 
regularly  examined  while  the  owners  are  selling  or  delivering  in  the 
District,  but  in  no  case  has  it  boon  found  necessary  to  talco  action,  The 
quality  of  the  various  foodstuffs  has  generally  boon  good, 

A systematic  examination  of  foodstuffs  in  Shops  and  other  places 
whore  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold,  is  carried  out  by  yoir  Sanito,ry 
Inspector  during  his  visits  to  the  various  parishes, 

Mr,  Llowellyn  holds  the  Diploma  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Food  and  Meat  Inspectors, 

SCHOOL  GLOSUESS  AliD  SAMITATION, 

There  have  been  no  school  closures  during  the  year  under  review. 

There  has  been  a distinct  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  the 
children  attending  the  schools  in  the  Rural  District,  and  this  is 
especially  noticeable  when  looking  ba.ck  on  the  Records  of  the  past  15  years 
This  is  duo  largely  to  improved  economic  conditions,  to  greater  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  parents  in  all  matters  effecting  the  general 
.health  and  well-being  of  their  children,  and  last  but  not  least,  to 
Improved  conditions  affecting  water  supplies  and  sanitary  arrangements. 
With  regard  to  the  latter,  water  is  now  laid  on  to  all  school  premises  and 
water  closets  installed  in  all  cases  whore  previously  pan  closets  wore  I'n 
use. 

Once  again  the  practice  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  making 
regular  surveys  at  the  various  schools  more  than  justified  itself,  onabluig 
one  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  Staffs  and  children,  and  to  check  any 
conditions  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Teachers  in  cvcry'lhing  effecting  tho 
scholars  welfare  is  much  appreciated. 

During  May  it  was  alleged  by  tho  Llangunllo  Parish  Council  thfit  trxO 
lavatories  at  the  School  in  tho  village  were  in  an  unsatisfactory  sta.to,. 

A visit  was  promptly  paid  to  tho  school  promises  to  invcsti.gato,  when  you,;-: 
Sanitary  Inspector  vjo.s  accompa,niod  by  tho  Head  Teacher  and  Vicar  vnhc  is 
Chairman  of  tho  School  Managers)  on  tho  survey.  As  tho  result  of  tho 
detailed  survey  carried  out,  no  ground  for  complaint  was  found  and  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  regarded  such  an  allegation  as  being  entirely 
unwarranted,  irresponsible  and  uncalled  for,  and  reported  that  tho  manner 
in  which  the  sanitary  arrangements  on  tho  school  premises  are  maintained, 
reflected  tho  greatest  credit  on  tho  Caretalcor, 

111  March  plans  wore  submitted  by  tho  County  Education  Oomiiit'teo 
for  your  approval  for  tho  erection  of  a now  school  building  at  Lla’*thddu 
to  take  the  place  of  the  building  which  was  so  ccmplotcly  destroyed  by 
fire  a few  years  ago,  VJntor  closets  for  tho  use  of  scholars  of  both 
sexes  wore  ro-cenditioned,  drainage  system  laid  and  septic  tank  insoallod 
onmdern  principles,  and  the  water  supply,  as  regards  its  puritj’-  for 
drinking  purposes,  ensured  by  an  up-to-date  process  of  filtration  and 
purification. 

The  school  promises,  acclaimed  as  the  most  up-to-date  in  tho 
County  was  completed  in  Hevonbor  and  was  officially  opened  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  Fovembor  IBth, 
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Water  sui-plies. 


( 


Tho  water  supply  of  tho  District  has  froquc-ntly  engaged  the 
attention  of  your  Council  during  tho  year.  For  tho  grocter  part  it  is 
derived  fron  Wells  and  Springs,  which  arc  and  have  been  under  constant 
supervision. 

Happily  the  nunber  of  houses,  which  continue  to  obtain  their  water 
supply  from  surface  wells  have  greatly  dininished  during  recent  years. 

Where  for  any  reason  it  appears  likely  that  tho  private  supply  nay 
not  bo  satisfactory  a sample  of  the  water  is  teicen  am  submitted  for  analyst 

During  the  past  year  45  samples  were  taken  from  Springs,  and  Wells  in 
various  parts  of  the  District.  VJhore  samples  proved  unsatisfactory  a 
supply  was  laid  on  to  tho  premises  if  tho  piped  supply  wa.s  within  easy  reach 

Hone  of  tho  watcis  in  tho  case  of  piped  supplies  are  known  to  have 
pluno-solvont  action,  no  load  pipes  being  used  as  part  of  the systems,  so 
that  in  no  cases  had  contamination  from,  or  by  load  taken  place. 

Wo  shortage  of  water  was  reported  from  any  of  tho  16  parishes,  the 
yoild  from  tho  Wells  and  Springs  in  all  cases  was  adequate  to  meet  the  necds 
of  the  respective  consumers. 

Early  in  January  it  was  reported  that  tho  Village  supply  at  Llandewy 
had  failed.  The  reason  was  found  to  bo  duo  to  a section  of  the  New  Main 
piped  system  having  been  displaced  by  and  from  road  subsidence.  Such  a 
situation  occurred  at  tho  same  point  12  months  previously,  Tho  attention 
of  tho  Resident  Enginpor,  v^s  prom*ptly  directed  to  and  invoked  in  this  case, 
and  the  piped  socti^liw?iy  exposed  for  a length  of  20-25  yards,  and  necessary 
repairs  effected. 

Your  officer  v/as  notified  on  January  22nd  that  tho  piped  system  at 
Whitton-which  had  boon  in  use  for  50  yoars-had  become  effected  by  a reduced 
volume  of  dolivorj^  of  water  to  tho  Village  properties,  including  your 
Council  Houses.  An  inspection  of  tho  Reservoir  in  the  Cwriwhitton  Valley 
wSuS  promptly  made,  and  this  was  found  to  bo  full  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

A force  pump  was  brought  into  use  to  clear  tho  p.ipes  of  sand  and  silt  which 
was  believed  to  bo  tho  cause  of  the  trouble  hero. 

Similar  stops  had  had  to  be  taken  on  a number  of  occasions  during  tho 
past  20  years.  During  September  however  a nev;  1-|-  inch  water  main  was  laid- 
at  the  expense  of  tho  Governors-  from  tho  Reservoir  to  tho  Village,  and  all 
properties  linlcod  to  tho  now  system,  with  tho  result  that  there  is  novj  an 
abundance  of  v;ator  available  for  use  at  the  School  buildings,  house  and 
Canteen,  and  all  the  other  houses  in  tho  Village  of  Whit ton. 

From  tho  end  of  January  to  the  Easter  holiday-early  April-  little 
rainfall  was  experienced  and  in  viev;  of  tho  lack  of  pressuro  of  water 
reaching  tho  roof  tanks  of  both  Tho  Stores  and  Wharf  Inn,  Folindro  it  was 
suggested  that  there  might  be  a leakage  in  the  piped  system,  but  this  theor3’’ 
was  discounted  from  the  fact  that  on  the  occasion  of  a special  visit  of 
inspection  to  the  Reservoir,  made  on  Thursday  evening  April  10th,  by  members 
of  the  Council’s  Emergency  Committee,  the  Reservoir  was  found  to  be  full  to 
its  utmost  capacity  and  the  overflow  running  full  bore. 

This  satisfactory  condition,  a.s  regards  tho  volur.ie  of  water 
available  for  use,  continued  for  the  greater  part  of  tho  summer,  and  the 
needs  of  tho  villagers  have  since  been  fullj^  and  adequately  met. 

The  water  supply  of  the  two  small  dwellings  in  the  Rhosygarth  arog. 

Nr,  Knighton,  was  investigated  and  reported  upon  in  July,  Tho  water  supply 
here  is  normally’'  obtained  from  Springs  situa.to  on  tho  hill  above. 

It  v;as  found  that  a nur.bor  of  Springs  vjithin  easy  distance  -50-60-  yards 
above  the  two  propertioP  were  available,  the  yoild  of  v;hich  could  be 
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hi^rnossod  and  piped  by  gravitaij.on  to  tho  houses.  Tho  ownors  o:C  both 
proportios  v;oro  advisod  as  to  tho  course  they  ootO-d  pursuo  to  socuro  such 
a supply  of  watox’  as  would  noct  their  donostic  needs. 

Early  in  Doconbor  it  was  ropox'*tcd  that  the  supply  of  water  at  Dolau 
School  buildings  had  boon  reduced  to  a low  level,  there  being  insufficieno 
pressure  in  tho  pipes  to  roach  the  stora.go  tanks. 

On  investigation  it  wo.s  found  that  the  outlet  pipe  from  the  spring 
chamber  to  the  storage  tanlc  -situate  on  Llysin  hill-  was  choked  by  tree 
loaves,  and  on  clearing  tho  pipes  of  this  matter  tho  supply  resumed  its 
normal  flow  to  full  boro.  Your  Council  houses  near  by  derive  their  water- 
supply  from  tho  same  source,  but  happily  because  of  tho  provision  of  storage 
tanlcs  in  tho  houses  none  of  tho  four  houses  wore  a.f footed. 

The  two  now  Water  Schemes  being  provided  for  (l)  Knucklas  and  hi  omc  j , 
and  (2)  Folindre  and  Beguildy  are  making  good  progress.  The  main  piped 
system  ha,ve  been  cumploted  and  tho  Reservoirs  arc  now  being  proceeded  with-, 

In  connection  with  tho  water  supply  from  tho  Fairv;oll  Springs, 
Boguildy,  which  is  to  bo  lirlcod  up  with  that  of  tho  Folindre  Sch  me,  a 
Conference  took  place  on  V/odnesday  morning  November  19th,  v;hon  Dr,  Roberts, 
representing  tho  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  Cardiff,  met  your  Officers  ((Her]:  ard 
Sanitary  Inspector)  and  your  Engineers  ( Messrs,  Wallace  Evans  & Partners, 
Cardiff)  and  discussed  matters  affecting  the  yield,  qualit^r^  sources  of 
polution  -if  any-  possible  future  requirements  and  other  details  effecting 
this  supply,  following  which  a visit  of  inspection  v/as  paid  to  this  source 
of  supply  in  the  Cwmbcgail  valley. 

With  regard  to  tho  public  water  scheme  at  Dolau,  ono  which  operations 
CO  mcncod  in  January  1951,  it  is  disappointing  to  have  to  record  that  the 
scheme  is  still  incomplete,  tho  delay  concerning  which  has  been  a matter  cf 
serious  concern  to  your  Council  and  residents  of  tho  district  effected. 

HOUSING 

The  housing  question  is  one  v^/hich  has  received  considerable 
attention  by  tho  Rural  Council  during  the  past  year.  Largo  suns  of  riOnov 
have  boon  spent  on  all  classes  of  property  throughout  tho  Area  to  bring  then 
up  to  modern  standai'^ds  of  habitation. 

There  is  in  the  Rural  District  much  old  property,  which  wit)i  duo 
rcpaii-s  and  renovations  can,  and  are  being  utilised  to  lesson  the  incon-''oio;:c 
caused  by  shortage  of  houses,  and  during  the  past  year  nsoy  cottages  hav' 
been  repaired. and  brought  up-to-date,  and  in  this  connection  really  gcod 
work  has  been  done, 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


Though  the  adninisti-ation  cf  the  Milk  & Dairies  Orders  is  now 
operated  by  the  Ministry  of  Ar^riculturc,  it  is  still  tho  duty  cf  local 
nutheritics  to  onsu2|3  that  conditions  affecting  tho  production  and  handling 
of  milk  was  satisfacprily  carried  into  effect. 

It  is  pleasing  to  bo  able  to  record  that  during  the  year  considora,ble 
improverxonts  have  been  effected  a.t  quite  a number  of  dairy  farms. 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  of  all  farm  buildings  have  been  carried 
out  during  tho  year.  Changes  cf  ownership  and  occupation  of  farm  properties 
have  taken  place  in  quite  a numbei'  of  instances, 

iipplicaticn  to  bo  Registered  under  the  Dcirios  Order  h.  vc  been  made 
by  and  granted  to  a number  of  persons  desirous  cf  retailing  milk  :n  the 
Rural  Area,  Tho  buildings  on  the  premises  concerned  had  been  adt.pted  tc  meet 
tho  required  stendard. 


Contact  has  boon  nado  with  njst  farnors  -producers  and  retailors-  f 
throughout  the  district  and  useful  discussions  have  taken  place  on  the  spot* 

PUBLIC  iUXTH  (PREVEidlOII  OF  TUBERCULOSIS)  IHGULi.TIQITS . 1925. 

No  action  on  the  part  of  your  Officers  has  been  necessary  under  the 
o.bovo  Regulations,  the  gonora,l  health  o.nd  conditions  of  life  of  those 
engaged  in  the  Milk  industry  having  continued  to  roach  a high  standard. 

None  the  loss,  there  has  boon  no  relaxing  of  the  vigilance  nocossar;/ 
to  prevent  tiie  spread  of  infection  by  tuberculosis  through  the  nediun  of  nil!-: 

Enquiries  are  regularly  oade  into  the  health  of  nonbers  of  the 
households  engaged  in  the  production  and  handling  of  food-stuffs,  and 
especially,  as  stated,  of  the  nilk  supply. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  exorcise  the  powers  of  Local  Authorities 
in  these  natters  during  the  year. 

DISEASES  OF  idllHiiLS  nCTS. 

One  case  xvas  reported  und.,.r  the  above  Acts  in  Pkrch,  that  an  Arab- 
Welsh  Stallion  had  been  brought  into  the  district  which  was  suspected  to  be 
suffering  fron  Glanders  or  Farcy,  and  was  in  a very  poor  state  of  her 1th. 

The  aninal  v;as  isolated  fron  other  cattle  and  its  novenent  restricted 
for  a few  days. 

It  was  -subsequently  certified  that  the  aninal  was  not  suffering  fron 
any  kind  of  disease,  and  the  restriction  as  to  novenents  wore  withdrawn. 

’With  careful  attention  and  good  feeding  the  aninal  na.de  satisfactory 
progress  and  recovery. 

LixLD  WORKERS’  HOSTEL,  WHITTON. 

It  was  reported  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  Soptonbor  that  the  largo 
range  of  buildings  at  Whitten,  fornorly  used  for  housing  Lt.nd  Workers  for  close 
upon  10  years,  had  been  clcsed  for  18  nonths  past,  and  that  during  the 
nonths  July  and  Augyist  the  whole  of  the  interior  fittings  had  been  disnantlod 
and  ronovod  fron  the  site,  prepa.ratory  to  the  buildings  being  adopted  and  used 
for  the  storing  of  foodstuffs  under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Since  Soptonbor  there  arc  350  tons  of  V/heat  stored  in  these 
buildings,  and  on  the  advice  of  j'-our  Officer,  the  proniscs  have-so  far  as  is 
possible-  been  nadc  rat-proof. 

S.d!  ITilRY  IMFROIT^MENTS . 


A good  deal  of  work  has  been  and  still  is  being  carried  cut  in 
various  parts  of  the  Rural  District  to  inprove  the  sanitation  of  proniscs, 
and  effect  structural  alterations  xdiich  will  bring  the  respective  properties 
up  to  such  reasonable  standards  as  ^^;ilJ.  neet  the  requirenents  of  the  Housing 
and  Public  Health  Acts. 

Many  visits  of  inspection  to  these  properties  arc  necessary  to  ensure 
tha.t  the  work  is  being  carried  out  satisfactorily.  The  ir'.provencnts  and 
additions  already  c nplctod  are  greatly  a.pprecia.ted  by  the  occupants  of  the 
pr oni s c s cone  erned . 

OVERChOwDIHG. 

In  not  a single  case  has  it  been  found  noccssa^ry  to  talce  action  in 
regard  to  ovcrcrow'ding  conditions  in  an  part  of  your  District. 
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The  question  of  overcrowding  and  the  cliff iciiltios  c:ccated  the 
(-.aa.l  ] ness  of  the  some  of  the  houses  built  j^ears  ago  can  be  ompha.sisedj  birh 
it  ir  realised  that  space  is  not  the  only  concern  in  these  cases.  Character 
aid  habits  must  be  taken  into  consideration^  and  must  influence  official 
o.ction  as  well  as  a desire  to  carry  out  tho  laws.  Much  can  be  dine  without 
resort  to  Regulations,  and  this  can  bo  borne  out  by  the  successful  results 
of  work  achieved  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  past  12  years, 

KEEPING  OF  fim.IALS, 

The  keeping  of  aniiTials  by  cottagers  and  other  rosidonts  in  tho  distric- 
is  a matter  that  calls  for  a groat  deal  of  time  and  attention  on  the  part  of 
your  Officer,  for  in  nay  cases  tho  owners  of  tho  animals  have  very  little- 
conception  of  their  duty,  either  to  tho  nombors  of  thoir  o;/n  households  or 
to  the  community  as  a whole. 

Building  sites  aro  often  usod  that  a.re  most  unsuitable  on  accoun.t  ot 
thoir  close  proximity  to  dv/cllings  and  public  places. 

In  quito  a nmbor  of  cases  in  various  parts  of  tho  district  it  has 
boon  found  nocossary  to  tako  action  requiring  tho  rooodying  of  conditions 
both  insanitary  and  offensive , 


CObPLAlNTS, 

Thoro  havG  boon  very  fow  complaints  nado  or  rocoivod  as  to  the 
GxistancG  of  nuisances  in  any  part  of  the  district.  This  is  attributed  very 
Ic-rgoljc  to  tho  fact  that  tho  frequency  of  tho  visits  paid  to  every  Parish 
enables  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to  keep  hinsolf  in  touch  with  any  condition 
likely  to  give  cause  for  complaint,  and  thus  bo  ablo  to  deal  expeditious! 
with  unsatisfactory  conditions  while  in  thoir  oarly  stages. 


MJISAHGES, 


Tho  consistent  policy  of  your  Officer  in  regard  to  nuisances  has  been 
to  prevent,  by  froquont  visits  to  the  various  parishes,  any  conditions  likely 
to  offoct  adversely  tho  health  of  oithor  residents  or  visitors.  This  policy 
has  boon  pursued  rather  than  that  of  dealing  with  bad  conditions  xthon  they 
had  so  developed  as  to  bocono  offonsivo,  on  the  ground  that  prevention  is 
hot tor  than  euro. 

That  such  an  attitude  is  tho  better  has  undoubtedly  boon  proved  br 
the  absence  of  any  sorious  conditions  existing  in  tho  Area,  It  nay  be 
claimed  that  the  success  attending  this  pclicy  has  boon  a gratifying  fr-,. bUi-e 
in  tho  administration  of  your  Rural  Aroa. 

TENTS.  YhllB  AtD  SHED  EPiEGTIOES. 

Though  thoro  have  been  a fow  occasions  whon  Caravans  passing  through 
the  District- the  occupants  of  which  had  pitched  their  vans  on  vacant  lanci 
adjoining  tho  highway  in  several  Parishes  for  only  short  portods-  have  boon 
inspected,  it  has  not  boon  found  necossc.ry  to  tako  any  official  action  to 
socuro  abatonont  of  conditions  which  woro  considorod  to  be  oithor  insanitary 
oi)  unhealthy. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  insitonco  on  tho  provision  of  proper 
sonitary  conditions  and  water  supply  boing  nado,  makes  tho  ox^/nGrs  of  such 
dwellings  avoid  tho  District  as  far  as  is  possible,, 

RI^’E.R  POLUTIOII. 

Thoro  is  little  to  report  in  rogo,rd  to  tho  Rivors  and  Streams  in 
tho  District,  apart  from  the  fact  that  they  o,re  under  constant  supervision 
and  observation,  in  order  to  onsuro  that  nothing  offensive  found  its  way  into 
them  t''  of! act  tho  condition  of  tho  water. 
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Generally  the  rivers  and  streams  can  be  said  to  be  quite  free  from  'v 
Sev;erage  or  VJorks  trade  refuse.  In  no  case  has  any  condition,  in  that 
particular  respect,  been  found  requiring  official  action. 

Unfortunately  such  a statement  cannot  be  made  with  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  house,  ga,rden  and  trade  refuse  in  the  Rivers  and  Streams  passing 
through  several  of  the  villages  in  the  Rural  Aroa,  Your  Council  has  boon 
seriously  concerned  about  the  practice  of  Villagers  in  disposing  of  thoir 
refuse  into  the  streams,  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  sought  the  co- 
operation of  residents  in  this  matter  of  maintaining  clean  and  hygienic 
conditions  in  the  Villages  and  District  by  burning  all  paper,  and  other 
combustible  ma.ttor,  and  burying  tins,  bottles,  etc,  in  Pits  on  thoir  garden 
plot, 

FAlii  WATER  SUPPLIES, 


It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  for  some  years  past  many  owners  of, 
and  Agents  for,  farm  properties  situate  in  almost  every  ono  of  the  16  Parichj,: 
in  tho  Rural  District,  have  made  good  use  of  the  facilities  available  under 
the  various  Regulations  to  provide  water  supplies  from  untapped  sources  on  the 
Hills  to  their  respective  properties,  ranging  in  distance  from  100  yards  10 
400  yards  and  over,  towards  tho  cost  of  which  schemes,  amounting  in  many  casoe 
to  hundreds  of  pounds, tho  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  through  the  County 
Agricultural  Committee,  have  made  Grants  of  40%  to  50%, 

In  addition  to  the  piped  water  schemes,  sanitary  and  structural 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  on  most  farm  premises.  New  Cooking  Ranges 
have  been  put  in,  bedrooms  adapted  into  bathrooms  and  wa,ter  closets,  now 
systo9rB/draina.go  laid  a.nd  up-to-date  septic  tank  systems  installed. 

Such  applications  for  Grants  have  boon  referred  to  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  has  to  satisfy  the  Ministry  0fficia.ls  tho.t  tho  quality  of  the 
wa tc?/n§.rnossod  and  piped  to  the  farm  promises  is  wholesome  and  of  adequate 
volume , 


An  investigation  has  to  be  made  into  tho  sources  of  supply,  and  a 
sample  of  tho  water  taken  in  each  case  for  anr.lysis,  tho  result  of  which  has 
boon  forv/arded  to  tho  appropriate  Department  concerned, 

VJhore  and  v;hon  such  schemes  have  boon  la,id,  tho  occupiers  of  tho  f...rm 
promises  a.ffoctod  ha.ve  universally  expressed  thoir  keen  appreciation  of  the 
advantages  and  benefits  from  such  schemes, 

SAHITATIOM  OF  LICENSED  PREMISES 


Spacia.1  visits  of  inspection  of  all  Licensed  (Public  House)  Promisos 
in  tho  Rural  District  have  been  carried  out  at  regular  intervals,  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  v;ith  the  view  to  observing  the  conditions  under  which  the 
Public  conveniences  (Water  Closets  and  Urinals)  provided  for  tho  use  of 
Customers  of  both  sexes  are  maintained,  ^ 

All  the  Licensed  premises  concerned  have  boon  brought  up  to  a m.odorn 
standard  of  both  indoor  and  outdoor  sanitary  accommodation,  / 

Conditions  affecting  all  such  premisos  were  found  to  bo  well  kept 
and  '■■'.aintainod, 

RODFI-TT  CORTROL,  rPaCVEuTIOI'I  OF  D^JIAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949, 

Your  Council  have  continued  to  exorcise  their  responsibility  under 
tho  abovo  Act  in  regard  to  tho  destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice  in  their  Area, 
Regular  visits  have  boon  ma.do  by  your  Inspector  and  Rodent  Operator  to  all 
Shops  and  houses  in  tho  District  whore  it  v;a.s  considered  they  might  to 
affcctwd  by  rat  infestation. 
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Services  have  been  rendered  in  all  cases  where  wsuch  wore  found 
neceRsaiy^  and  advice  has  been  given  as  to  stops  v/hich  should  be  lal^en  to 
deal  v'ith  this  ncnacc.  Such  advice  has  boon  acted  upon  to  the  distinct 
advantage  of  Shop-keepers  and  householders  concornod. 

As  stated  in  tho  previous  j^cars  report^  a coreploto  list  of  all 
properties  in  tho  16  Parishes  cor.prising  the  Rural  District  v;as  prepared  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  furnished  to  tho  Rodent  Operator  for  his 
attention,  and  following  tho  coaplcto  raid  detailed  survey  of  all  dwelling 
houses  and  farn  proporties,  the  active  a.nd  effective,  work  acconplishod  is 
reflected  in  a real  absence  of  conplaint  regarding  this  nenfico. 

Most  farners  in  the  Rural  Area-  which  is  a very  wide  and  scattered 
one-  have  annual  Contracts  with  tho  County  A.S.C  (Posts  Department)  to  deal 
with  tho  destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice  on  their  respective  farm  premises, 

MIDl-jIVES  ACT. 

District  llursos  working  in  tho  Rural  Area  act  as  Health  Visitors  for 
tho  County  Council,  and  constant  communications  is  kept  up  with  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

FACTORIES  AND  ViORKSHOPS . 


There  were  only  a few  contraventions  of  a minor  character  found  on 
the  buildings  in  the  Rural  District  which  arc  classed  as  Factories  or 
Workshops  within  the  ..leaning  of  the  Acts. 

Tho  various  promises  have  been  cleansed  a.nd  limewashed  in  accordance 
vjith  roquironents,  and  the  sanitary  acconoda.tion  hc.s  boon  found  to  be 
sufficient  in  all  respects. 


0UTW0I1CER3, 


So  far  as  is  known  to  your  Officers  there  are  no  Outworkers  in  tho 
Rural  Area. 


COI-MOF  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Thoro  atre  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  tho  Rural  Area,  nor  ar-o  there 
any  Cellar  Dwellings. 

CCHGLUSIOH. 

I cannot  conclude  my  iuinual  Report  without  once  more  acknox^;lodging 
the  help  and  co-operation  of  tho  Members  of  tho  Council  in  my  work  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

It  is  my  pleasure  once  again  to  testify  to  tho  intelligence  and  zeal 
displayed  b3''  your  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr,  D,  Llewellyn)  whoso  work  in  this 
Rural  District,  comprising  16  Parishes,  has  been  narked  by  conscientious 
care  and  groat  tact  and  thoroughness 

His  co-operation,  assistance  and  readiness  at  all  times,  have  been 
invaluable,  and  ho  brings,  as  heretofore,  real  interest  and  initiative  to 
his  work. 


I have  tho  honoirr  to  remain. 
Your  obedient  Servant. 


J.G.  GARlFil'Jc 

Medical  Officer  of  Hoo,lth«, 


-11- 


' « ,’,  ' <1  . . V>  u rvx.wvih 


^ *. 


’ •~-‘-‘*f  - >»*w  *^VT  « JT’  »Tl«W  "JTlrt*  »«W>»^p»5( 

-'i^.  6>  i-.,A?:? 'jy:v^o,:>  rts'>od  bhJ  ;iOjrrb4>  uffi’fi  »<rOitr4^t 


liUf-’ t:  ,tij(.tf;>’;  f -Ai:- ■;#'4*'^ 

^'KZi  :^inB^  .'St  if  Of- ^■pJ«;;‘,3l 


y 


•^oJ  i/ire  fttfcf  .i  *i;  letix^  utU*  nf  axart-i'l  ^ 4 . . 

/Uiw  otriLXtR'/i  J-'j 

■ * •*  ',\  ■ , V ' .'  ■•.  * ■•■  ^#: 


(U: 


•*.?  j.*'  ..  • A>-!/  •.^• 


- y ' ■ 


V's:-  :k‘  >;. , ‘;,  ■ ^ 


n *xc  a6t3«'t!M45'iRtt  <»c*vHfiIa  -taii  j[  i*twfi  o»i>jii- 

'■/■•  ****  .,  -v-..  . 


>vrf  ^ .’.i  »rm*''  s.>#'tj^ **..<{ j 'tV'^-Y.  . jd*' .;v'<u‘:»  aI' 

■*  ' i I ■ jJv  r "••  .i*  ‘ ■:>  ■ 


ts 


7^- 


■>  '.-^ 
t*  •.. 


.'■  ■.••A<  y ■ ^ 

7 , . . • *.*»•  f # ■ 


•;<v  , i=:vt>iS,  rirtuidS  &>-i^  v-tjUT' tiiiJuif.ii.  t,*/>  agn/  ^ . , ‘-iT 


k4f  ihtaaf"??  flit  l<y 


■ _-V^  •••  7 


il' 


#’‘‘*S 


;‘{-  , jv  _ ®^..  '^r.  . •■h'^'-  ^4  'k^-W 


t'^i ; 


^ 4i-'  • ■ ’''^^Jiu! 

'ly*  U«/  5v"'  '<*>cl 


m 


'r^ 


...I  ?<.  flt  1*  ‘ ■ »' 


' ^ 


•U*. 


f>.''  .V- 

><  • if  ■ Wr 

V.  ‘ ■**'•■  rJjVlfia 

,.i;tSi^-3oR  7>  ^^tn%o  r^v^i  ,;<,i 


^‘ii‘>-'*.  ■,^-::ft-'4.( 

■ jau6iB?ft.v  - 1 •%'  /fti  c4'«  .•' 


'\ 

►-  %. . 


i.’  f'K'\^ 


^'.'i 


.‘f'lV’lt' 

‘ •'  .^f.  I . ' Vf.  ■■  • 

. A’ 


'.  .■. ' ,y-.^ 


■.;'a.<'V 


‘iJk'  • A-!!.'.*  -A.  ' 


f 


